
Dialectical Journals

The term “Dialectic” means “the art or practice of arriving at the truth by using conversation involving question and answer.”  Think of your dialectical journal as a series of conversations with the texts we read during this course.  The process is meant to help you develop a better understanding of the texts we read.  

Traditionally, dialectical journals include a quote from the text and then your response.   Sometimes you will be assigned questions covering the text and answer a specific question and then quote a piece of text as evidence.  In other journals, you will identify specific elements of a text (like the use of metaphor or theme of man vs. nature) and explain the text/element.  

Traditional dialectical journal:

	Text
	Personal Response

	“-they carried like freight trains; they carried it on their backs and shoulders-and for all the ambiguities of Vietnam, all the mysteries and unknowns, there was at least the single abiding certainty that they would never be at a loss for things to carry”.
	He provides excellent visual details of what each solider in Vietnam would carry for day-to-day fighting.  He makes you feel the physical weight of what soldiers have to carry for simple survival.  When you combine the emotional weight of loved ones at home, the fear of death, and the responsibility for the men you fight with, with this physical weight, you start to understand what soldiers in Vietnam dealt with every day. 


Questions dialectical journal: 

	Question
	Answer
	Text Evidence

	What feelings does King express about the dangers he faces and what reasons does he give for these feelings?
	He doesn’t fear death threats—because God has revealed to him that his people (minorities) will get the freedom and rights they deserve some day 
	“… some began … talk about the threats that were out…... Like anybody, I would like to live a long life. ..But I'm not concerned about that now. ..He's (God’s) allowed me to go up to the mountain. And I've looked over. And I've seen the promised land. “


Elements dialectical journal (diction):

	Text with element
	Personal Response explaining element

	“something dark was fumbling along... Then the creature stepped from mirage on to clear sand, and as they saw that the darkness was not all shadow, but mostly clothing.  The creature was a party of boys… each boy wore a square black cap…were hidden by black cloaks…”  (p. 19)
	The author uses particularly negative and foreboding diction in this passage by choosing to use words like “dark” and “creature” and “shadow” and “black” to describe the choir boys.  This word choice foreshadows that this particular group of boys will be threatening and malevolent.


