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	Ideas
	This paper is clear and focused. It holds the reader's attention. Relevant anecdotes and details enrich the central theme.

	The writer’s thorough and specific development of each idea creates depth of thought in the composition, enabling the reader to truly understand and appreciate the writer’s ideas.


	These writers express their ideas with clarity and skill.  With apt and specific references, they analyze and acknowledge the complexity of ____.
	A typical essay effectively and insightfully develops a point of view on the issue and demonstrates outstanding critical thinking, using clearly appropriate examples, reasons, and other evidence to support its position.   

	Control of Language

· Organization

· Word Choice

· Sentence Fluency

· Conventions


	The organization enhances and showcases the central idea or theme.  Word choice conveys the intended message in a precise, interesting, and natural way. Sentences are well built, with strong and varied structure that invites expressive oral reading. The writer demonstrates a good grasp of standard writing conventions (spelling, punctuation, capitalization, grammar, usage, paragraphing) to enhance readability.

	The writer’s organization is shown with use of meaningful transitions and the logical movements from idea to idea strengthen this progression.

Individual paragraphs and the composition as a whole are focused. This sustained focus enables the reader to understand and appreciate how the ideas included in the composition are related.  The writer demonstrates a consistent command of spelling, capitalization, punctuation, grammar, usage, and sentence structure. The overall strength of the conventions contributes to the effectiveness of the composition. 

	Well-organized and well-written essays demonstrate an understanding as well as consistent control over the elements (conventions) of effective composition.  
	A typical essay is well organized and clearly focused, demonstrating clear coherence and smooth progression of ideas and exhibits skillful use of language, using a varied, accurate, and apt vocabulary (word choice) and demonstrates meaningful variety in sentence structure and is free of most errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics (conventions). 

	Voice
	The writer speaks directly to the reader in a way that is individual, compelling, and engaging. The writer crafts the writing with an awareness and respect for the audience and the purpose for writing.
	The composition sounds authentic and original. The writer is able to express his/her individuality or unique perspective.


	These writers read with perception (personal insight).
	A typical essay effectively and insightfully develops a point of view.


