REVISING THE “ALREADY PERFECT” ROUGH DRAFT
1. Go back and if you named a person and didn’t describe them- describe them- I don’t know them and your reader might not either (
2. Go back and if you mention anyone talking/thinking- put it into dialogue because Ms. Lynch said, “Dialogue makes a story more interesting- I promise,” Even if you are thinking, “Man this is pointless.”

3. Go back and do “snapshots” of people and places- describe more than what you see- describe sounds, smells, textures, temperature, tastes(?)
4. Go back and any time you say you are feeling something- turn it into a “show vs. tell” (see following pages)
5. IF you have less than one page front and back>>go back and add more details by doing “depth charges” (see following pages)
6. IF you already have one page front and back or more>> go back and take out anything unnecessary or repeated 

7. Consider changing your lead (if you started by explaining why challenges are important- you just started your essay like 100’s of other people- be more unique () (see following pages)
8. Check that your conclusion answers the prompt and explains what you learned  (see following pages)
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 REVISER’S TOOL BOX 
	Depth Charge
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	Improve one sentence by writing another that expands, develops or clarifies one word



	Thought Shot
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	Tell us what you are thinking, dreaming or imagining. 



	Dialogue
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	Include conversations and dialogue from yourself and other characters. 



	Snapshot
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	Create a detailed picture by using all 5 senses to describe the scene.

	Show vs. Tell
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	Show emotions etc. by describing action instead of telling the emotions.  


Leads

1. Dialogue

“Climb the starved rock bluffs?  You’ve gotta be kidding?”  Joe’s spine tingled at the mere thought of trying to scale the sheer river bluffs in the state park.  He looked Tony square in the eye.  “Somebody got killed last year trying to do that!  Don’t you remember?”

2. Definition
Heroes are people who sacrifice for others.  By putting the needs of everyone else ahead of their own, heroes become larger than life.  A hero is someone that we all look up to because they do things that the average man or woman refused to do. 

3. Snapshot (detailed description or scene that paints a picture)
It’s ten degrees below zero and the river is frozen a foot thick.  It makes snapping sounds like the limbs of trees cracking.  A lone figure glides along the black ice, moving toward the city.  The only sound is the scraping of each blade as it bites into the river.

4. Personal Connection to the topic (how do you see the topic differently than others)
People spend their whole lives searching for love.  I was different.  Until one day I decided to look in the cages at the local pound.  And there was love, waiting for me.

5. Flashback (begin in the middle of the action)
With my bare hands, I finished mounding the dirt over Pepsi’s grave.  Then I sat back, reflecting on the past and absorbing all that had happened. 

