Thesis Statements 
In general, your thesis statement will accomplish the following goals if you think of the thesis as the answer to a question your paper explores.
· test your ideas by distilling them into a sentence or two 

· better organize and develop your argument 

· provide your reader with a "guide" to your argument 

1. A strong thesis takes some sort of stand.

Remember that your thesis needs to show your conclusions about a subject. 
A strong thesis takes a stand.

2. A strong thesis justifies discussion.

Your thesis should indicate the point of the discussion. 

A strong thesis may show how your conclusion contradicts a widely accepted view. A good strategy for creating a strong thesis is to show that the topic is controversial. Readers will be interested in reading the rest of the essay to see how you support your point.

3. A strong thesis expresses one main idea.

Readers need to be able to see that your paper has one main point. If your thesis expresses more than one idea, then you might confuse your readers about the subject of your paper. 

A strong thesis shows that any multiple ideas you have are related. Hint: a great many clear and engaging thesis statements contain words like "because," "since," "so," "although," "unless," and "however."

4. A strong thesis statement is specific.

A thesis statement should show exactly what your paper will be about, and will help you keep your paper to a manageable topic. 

A  strong thesis narrows the subject to a more specific and manageable topic and it also identifies the specifics. 

